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PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEw YORK SECTION 


_ The Executive Secretary desires to ad- 

vise readers of the JOURNAL that Mem- 
bership in the A. S. P. R. only does not 
entitle any one to take part in the activities 
of the Section. In order to do so, they 
must become members of the Section also. 
This they can do on payment of a further 
subscription of Ten Dollars ($10) per 
annum. They will then be qualified to at- 
tend Sectional Lectures and Development 


Classes, and to arrange for sittings with 
mediums employed by the Section or 
under its auspices at Hyslop House. 
Alternatively, persons wishing to join 
through the Section can do so by paying 
a total subscription of Fifteen Dollars 
annually of which a part amounting to 
Five Dollars is paid over to the A. S. P.R. 


and secures its privileges of the monthly 
JOURNAL. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 


The fundamental distinction in aim 
and method between Psychical Research 
and Spiritualism is apparent most clearly 
in those experiments which have for their 
object the proof of the transcendant pow- 
ers of the living human personality. This 
‘transcendency’ means a rising beyond 
and above the limitations of space, time 
and the ordinary sensory restrictions. Be- 
fore we can rightly approach the ulti- 
mate problem of the soul’s Survival of 
Bodily Death with the assurance that our 
feet are on firm ground all the way, 
there are other propositions on which we 
must satisfy ourselves, if a consistent 
scheme of proof is to be achieved. 

There are, then, at least two directions 
for our enquiry, and if whilst engaged 
on discovering the truth about these we 
May appear to some of our colleagues to 
be less concerned with the ultimate prob- 
lem that they, in their enthusiasm for the 
spiritist hypothesis might deem to be the 
case, this is not really so. The truth is 
that the trained researcher is constantly 
reminded that unless every step of the 
way is paved with ascertained fact, and 
no gaps are left in which the foot of the 


explorer may sink, the ultimate certainty 
of Survival will remain just as it has 
been in the past, a matter of faith rather 
than knowledge, and the shadow of 
doubt will linger over the path. 
xk KOK 

These two main lines of enquiry and 
research are, first, the evidence such as is 
supplied by clairvoyance and its kindred 
demonstrations of supernormal faculty: 
the exercise of those powers which com- 
pel the assumption that the individual 
consciousness is somehow in contact with 
a larger sphere of awareness in which 
the memory and experience of others 
quite outside the field of the personal 
life is touched and appreciated. There is 
also the mass of evidence that the think- 
ing subject, when in dream, trance or 
meditation, or when moved by strong 
emotion directed to some other, will ap- 
pear at a place perhaps far distant, in his 
phantasmal form—a thought-picture of 
himself with all his usual characteristics 
of expression, garb, etc. 

In the great Census of Hallucinations 
collected and analyzed by the London 
S.P.R. in 1894 we have the classic on 
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this subject. The phantasms alike of the 
living and the dying or dead are faith- 
fully chronicled and the conclusion seems 
irresistible that there is a connection, not 
of any chance nature, between such ap- 
pearances and the passing of the indi- 


vidual whose apparition is noted. From | 


this emerges the idea of a transcendence 
of bodily limitations under those condi- 
tions which are favorable to a loosening 
of the link between mind (or soul) and 
body and these conditions are parallel. 
They are SLEEP and DEATH. In study- 
ing the phenomena of the disengagement 
of the soul in sleep we are thus using a 
ready means of acquiring further know!- 
edge of that greater change which we 
shall all of us meet later. 

OK 

The second direction in which Psycht: 
Research finds it a duty to turn its en- 
quiries is that of the reality of a subtle 
or etheric counterpart of the physical 
body. The existence of this vehicle of 
the personal self as the model on which 
the physical entity is moulded, the un- 
seen framework of co-ordinated energies 
by which that body is held in its own 
proper form and which, on the release 
at last of the whole essential being from 
his temporal frame, persists in its integ- 
rity and is able by using borrowed sub- 
stance, to manifest its own characteristics 
in the processes of materialization, is 
affirmed by all authentic phenomena of 
the physical order. If Psychical Research, 
therefore, is able to prove the perpetua- 
tion of an etheric vehicle, and, side by 
side with this, to affirm as incontestable 
fact, the transcendence of the personal 
consciousness, then these two facts taken 
together, will carry us on firm ground 
towards the final demonstration of indi- 
vidual survival. 

Both these elements are present in the 


remarkable chronicle for the first time 
unfolded in this number of our Jour- 
NAL. It is the consummation of years of 
steady and unremitting labor on the 
part of one who laid the plan, and who 
has shown in this a consistency of pur- 
pose, an imaginative resourcefulness and 
a steady evolution of method which at 
every turn bespeak him a true individual, 
and forever bringing into contempt the 
childish fiction that he, “Walter,” is a 
‘hypnotic personality’ of the medium or 
the synthetic product of her subconscious 
mentality. 

The achievement of Walter is unparal- 
leled, and will surely make history. He 
has, by processes whose nature we caa 
but dimly fathom (and which would, in 
all probability, be impossible to describe 
in physical terms) taken from the most 
famous of living exponents of Psychic 
Science whilst his physical body was in 
slumber, perfect impressions of his thumb 
and fingerprints. These prints are im- 
pressions in wax from materializations 
of the living tissues; but the fleshly coun- 
terparts being some two thousand miles 
away in southern England where the 
sleeping form of the great scientist lies 
unconscious of the transfer made by 
psychic agency, the replicas obtained in 
the séance-room at Boston are not phy- 
sical but metapsychical and must argue 
the reality and presence of a dual organ- 
ism which, for want of any better term, 
we call etheric. This word would satisfy 
Sir Oliver Lodge, and although there are 
now some schools of physicists who deny 
the existence of an ether as a plenum 
filling all space, we need not dispute 
about terms, since we are really consid- 
ering a Substance or Force outside phy- 
sical matter and capable of traversing 
space. 

We would conclude these notes with 
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the brief and emphatic statement that no 
fingerprints of Sir Oliver Lodge produced 
in the normal manner have at any time 
been in the possession of any one or 
other of the group engaged upon this 
experiment and (in spite of any news- 
paper statement to the contrary) no such 
prints have, so far as can be ascertained, 
been deposited up to this time, on the 
continent of America. 
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FORMATION OF Two New SECTIONS 


We are glad to announce the forma- 
tion of two new Sections of the A.S.P.R.; 
one for San Francisco and the other for 
Los Angeles. In both cases a Charter has 
been granted by the Board of Trustees. 
Formal notices will appear in due course 
as soon as we are advised as to the elec- 
tion of Officers. We congratulate the 
groups of members responsible on the 
successful outcome of their efforts and 
feel that they have taken a most im- 
portant step towards the co-ordination of 
work in the West upon scientific lines 
of research, and the systematic collection 
of case-records and other material of 
value. 
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WorK OF THE NEw YorkK SECTION 

A new Research Committee has been 
constituted and is already at work under 
the direction of Chairman, Mr. Arthur 
Goadby and Mr. Hereward Carrington. 
Progress has been made in the equip- 
ment of a laboratory at Hyslop House. 
Since the commencement of the 1931-32 
session there have been two series of 
class-lectures given; the first by Mr. 
Bligh Bond, the second by Mr. Hereward 
Carrington. The latter have covered a 
large field of mediumistic phenomena 
and have dealt with the nature of med- 
iumship generally. 

KOK 


DIsTRIBUTION OF LITERATURE 

In order to meet an increasing demand, 
the Executive Secretary of the New York 
Section has been now empowered to 
maintain at Hyslop House a stock of 
some of the more important works upon 
psychic subjects which are appearing; and 
many of these can now be purchased at 
the office. Orders will be executed for 
other works and these can be had at 
short notice. Special attention is being 
given to works of educative value and 
advice is at the disposal of enquirers. 
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The Sir Oliver Lodge Finger Impressions 
By Brackett K. Thorogood 


The finger impressions with which this 
article deals are three-dimensional prints 
which were produced in wax (Kerr) at 
séances held in Boston, on July 13th, 
14th and 15th, 1931, and which at the 
time were said by “Walter” (Margery’s 
control) to be those of Sir Oliver Lodge. 
Finger print experts have since certified 
that they are, indeed, identical in char- 
acteristics with ordinary ink prints of 
Sir Oliver’s thumbs. 

The data presented here were collected 
by the writer from his personal observa- 
tion and from notes and stenographic 
records of the meetings. That this record 
may be as complete as possible all data, 
photographs, and reports of the finger 
print experts, as well as the reports of 
the writer pertaining to the events of the 
above dates are included. 

In addition, photographs and _ brief 
statements covering similar finger im- 
pressions, made after the above dates, 
are included here solely because they 
have the same characteristics as the 
others, viz: those of Sir Oliver Lodge's 
thumbs, although they have no bearing 
on any of the above mentioned reports 
or data previously made. 

As far back as June 12, 1931, ‘““Wal- 
ter’ began to make references to July 
13th, which was to be a “big night”. He 
made several intimations as to what 
might occur, varying somewhat each time, 
but, on July 10th he gave definite in- 
structions with regard to preparations 
for the “big night” promised July 13th 
when, he said, he was going to carry 
out some of the experiments which the 
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writer had listed on a memorandum, and 
that one he purposed to execute was the 
making in wax (Kerr) of the finger 
print of someone still living, without the 
latter's presence or knowledge. Later he 
named Sir Oliver as the person. No one 
knew of this plan except the writer 
and his associate R. G. Adams, who 
were alone at the time with the two 
psychics, (Margery and Sary) who were 
in trance, all other pe1sons having pre- 
viously been ordered by “Walter” to 
leave the room; and at “Walter's” re- 
quest the writer and Mr. Adams agreed 
to say nothing about the plan. 

Details of this meeting may be found in 
the report made by the writer on ‘‘Salient 
Points Prior to July 13, 1931” (Exhibit 
1, Part a). It should be noted that up 
to this time the finger impressions which 
“Walter” had produced were supposed. to 
be those of persons not living, but he has 
since told us that one print of the three 
made on a piece of wax and sealed in a 
glass beaker on November 5, 1929, is 
that of a woman who is living. (An 
article on these prints will appear in a 
later number of this Journal.) 

Following this meeting of July 10, 
1931, a séance was held on Monday, 
July 13, 1931, (Exhibit 2) at which 
three different right thumb impressions, 
(Figs. 1 and 2) said by “Walter” to be 
those of Sir Oliver Lodge, were obtained, 
each on a separate piece of wax, the 
last one being made with only the writer 
and Margery in the locked séance room 
and with both her hands securely held 
by him. 
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The following night, Tuesday, (Exhibit 
3) three more pieces of wax (Figs. 3 
and 4) were impressed, each with two 
prints which ‘Walter’ stated were of 
the right and left thumbs of Sir Oliver 
Lodge. 

On Wednesday afternoon (Exhibit 4) 
another right thumb impression (Fig. 5) 
similar to those previously secured was 
obtained, with Mr. Daniel D. Walton 
controlling Margery, and Mr. William 
H. Button controlling Sary in another 
part of the séance room, and with no 
one else present. (No one except these 
four knew of this séance until after the 
evening séance was over.) 

On the evening of this same day, at 
another séance, (Exhibit 5) five pieces 
of wax (Fig. 6) were impressed, each 
with from one to four prints, some not 
clear enough to identify and others suf- 
ficiently distinct to show their similarity 
to the impressions obtained on Monday 
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and Tuesday. Also at this séance an im- 
pression was obtained on one of these 
waxes (Fig. 7) which looks very much 
like the under side of a wrist, as if it had 
lain aganst the wax while the finger im- 
pressions were being made. 


All the wax impressions made during 
these last four séances were immediately 
taken away by the writer, photographed, 
and enlargements made for better study. 
They were then examined by Capt. Fife, 
finger print expert, and as may be seen 
from his report (Exhibit 6) he says they 
are probably right and left thumb im- 
pressions and that they are not the thumb 
or finger impressions of any person prc- 
sent at these sittings. All the rights have 
a whorl with the same characteristics, 
and the lefts a loop. (Incidentally, “Wal- 
ter” had told the writer during the first 
séance while making the last impression 
that Sir Oliver Lodge’s right thumb 
showed a whorl.) 


REFERENCE TO SIR OLIVER LODGE AND TO 
INSPECTOR BELL OF SCOTLAND YARD 


By July 30th the writer had prepared 
a brief report (Exhibit 1, Part c) on 
the photographs of these twenty im- 
pressions and had forwarded one copy to 
the Society for Psychical Research, and 
two to Dr. Crandon, one of which the 
latter sent with a letter to Sir Oliver 
Lodge in England. In this letter he 
briefly stated what they were supposed 
to represent and asked Sir Oliver to get 
Mr. Bell, a finger print expert, to deter- 
mine whether the characteristics were 
identical with his (Sir Oliver’s) and to 
make a report on his findings. 

The report by the writer (Exhibit 1, 
Part b) as of August 19th, on “The 
Salient Points of the 13th, 14th and 
15th”, covers a few items which were 


not mentioned in the signed records of 
these meetings to which we have already 
referred. 

The report and photographs which 
had been sent by Dr. Crandon to Sit 
Oliver Lodge were not forwarded by 
the latter to Mr. Bell until about Oct- 
ober 10, 1931. In the meantime “Wal- 
on numerous occasions specifically 
stated that these prints were of the 
right and left thumbs of Sir Oliver 
Lodge, and that he (“Walter”) would 
either rise or fall on the decision. 

After Mr. Bell had examined the 
photographs he wrote Sir Oliver Lodge 
asking for his thumb prints in order that 
he might make the comparison. These 
were made and sent to Mr. Bell by Sir 
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Oliver about October 21, 1931. 

The following excerpt from the re- 
port of the meeting of October 23, 1931, 
is of interest here. ‘“Walter” said: “Here 
is a little advanced news. They have 
decided It is Sir Oliver's. They have 


probably arrested Sir Oliver by now.” 
Again, “The decision on the thumb 

prints is in; Sir Oliver has it now.” 

And upon being asked if Sir Oliver 

were pleased he replied, ‘“Pleased as... . 
. | Figure that out for yourself!” 


INSPECTOR BELL’s First REPORT 


After careful study Mr. Bell stated 
clearly and very definitely in his report, 
that the photographs of all the legible 
impressions showed them to be of either 
a right or left thumb and that they 
were identical in characteristics with 
those of Sir Oliver Lodge’s right and left 
thumb ink impressions; and Mr. Bell 
went further and prepared an exhibit 
showing first the right thumb impression 
in wax beside the actual right thumb 
print of Sir Oliver Lodge, enlarged to 
the same scale (Bell Exhibit A) (Fig. 
8) and marked fourteen points of simi- 
larity which he stated were sufficient to 
satisfy him, although there were still 
others; and in a similar manner he ar- 
ranged the left thumb and its fourteen 
points (Bell Exhibit B) (Fig. 9). 

Mr. Bell's report (undated) was re- 
ceived by Dr. Crandon on Nov. 25, 1931. 
In it Mr. Bell, having learned, pre- 
sumably from Sir Oliver Lodge, how 
these impressions were supposed to have 
originated, offers a possible solution in 
the following statement: 

"In view of the circumstances in which 
many of these impressions were alleged 
to have been obtained it is imperative for 
me to state that even with a comparative- 


ly short association with a person it 
would be quite a simple matter to ob- 
tain thumb impressions and afterwards 
to reproduce these identical replicas by 
artificial means.” 

He also stipulated that if any part of 
his report should be published the parts 
which he had underlined must be ir- 
cluded. (The complete report is given 
here as Exhibit 7). 

Prior to this time Mr. Bell had called 
upon Sir Oliver to tell him about this 
examination, and had reported to him 
that the prints were identical. 

Sir Oliver was very much surprised 
that his fingerprints should have been 
obtained in Boston; but Mr. Bell appar- 
ently made it quite clear to him that it 
would not have been at all difficult for 
them to have been made artificially ;— 
that it was quite a simple matter to de- 
velop latent prints from a piece of paper 
that he (Sir Oliver) might have 
handled;—that such a print could easily 
be photographed and then by a process 
of which Bell apparently knows, that 
this could be further reproduced in metal 
or India rubber and an impress made on 
wax. This was not an accusation, but 
merely a statement of possibilities. 


Dr. CRANDON’S VISIT TO ENGLAND 


Upon receiving Mr. Bell’s report, Dr. 
Crandon decided to go to England to 
confer with Sir Oliver and Mr. Bell. 

After he had gone, a letter was re- 
ceived from Mr. Bell, as of November 


20th, (Exhibit 9) asking that a complete 
set of the finger prints of both Dr. and 
Mrs. Crandon (Margery) be sent him, 
in order that he might see if there were 
any similarity between these, and those 
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100 SIR OLIVER LODGE 
alleged to be Sir Oliver Lodge's. 

In view of Mr. Bell's report it seemed 
advisable to have Dr. Crandon ask Mr. 
Bell to produce or have produced 
artificially in wax some two and _ three- 
dimensional finger impressions from or- 
iginal ink prints and see if they could 
be detected as replicas. His success 
would of course substantiate his  state- 
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ment and convictions, although it would 
not mean that the thumb impres- 
sions in question were thus reproduced. 

Consequently, while Dr. Crandon was 
in England early in December he te- 
quested Mr. Bell, both verbally and by 
letter, (Exhibit 10) to take his (Cran- 
don’s) thumb prints and make such arti- 
ficial reproductions as above mentioned. 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE WITH Mr. BELLI. 


Shortly after his return Dr. Crandon 
received a letter from Mr. Bell, dated 
December 11th (Exhibit 11) in which 
the latter declined to comply with the 
above request for reasons which he set 
forth at length in an accompanying re- 
port. (Exhibit 12). He apparently based 
this refusal on his study of an article in 
one of the Journals of Psychical Research 
on the identity of the alleged supernor- 
mal “Walter” print on a cast made sev- 
eral years ago. The writer fails to see 
any connection between any “Walter” 
print whatsoever and the prints which 
Mr. Bell himself has agreed are identical 
with those of Sir Oliver Lodge. Neither 
does he see the remotest connection be- 
tween the “Walter” prints and an artifi- 
cial reproduction of Dr. Crandon’s thumb- 
print in three dimensions by Mr. Bell. 
Since Mr. Bell in his own report states 
that it wouid be relatively easy for such 
a replica to be made, it would seem as 
if he should be willing to add proof to 
his already expressed conviction. Mr. 
Bell’s refusal to make the reproductions 
surely reflects upon his ability to carry 


out what he claims is a simple pro- 
cedure, and the reasons he advanced for 
this refusal are not sufficient to account 
for it. The writer feels that he can 
understand Mr. Bell’s unwillingness to 
become further involved in a line of 
investigation quite foreign to his own 
line of work as a finger-print expert, 
but could only wish that he might 
have been induced to make or have made 
the reproductions requested of him, for 
as yet we have had no proof that replicas 
can be made which would not be subject 
to immediate detection under the scrutiny 
of an expert. 

In reply to Mr. Bell's letter of Decem- 
ber 11th, as well as the one of Novem- 
ber 20th which had arrived during his 
absence, Dr. Crandon on December 24th 
(Exhibit 13) wrote to him answering the 
points raised and calling his attention 
to the fact that the only matter submitted 
for his consideration in the first place 
had been whether or not the photographs 
of thumb impressions sent to him bore 
the characteristic markings of those of 
Sir Oliver Lodge. 


% & & 


SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT POINTS 


We have now given a brief synopsis 
of all the documents and in conclusion 
would like to call attention to the follow- 
ing points. 


1—That the writer had definitely asked 
“Walter” to make an identifiable im- 
pression in a plastic of the finger of 
some living person. 


2—T! 
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2—That such impressions were obtained 
and were said by “Walter” to be 
those of Sir Oliver Lodge. 


3—That the impressions in these waxes 
have been declared by Mr. Bell, fin- 
ger print expert, as identical with 
the two-dimensional ink prints of Sir 
Oliver Lodge. 


4—That the writer certifies that, with 
one exception, these impressions were 
made on pieces of wax which he him- 
self controlled and which were not 
out of his possession except while be- 
ing impressed. 

*5—That it is a fundamental fact, in the 
science of finger print identification, 
that no two people have exactly the 
same finger print patterns, although 
it is true that some types of pattern 
shew similarity in general appear- 
ance; and that undoubtedly some 
fingers show family relationships. 
This is said to be especially true in 
the case of identical twins. 


6—That if the foregoing statement be 
true these impressions of the right 
and left thumbs of Sir Oliver Lodge 
could not have been produced by him 
because he was not present at the 
time; and no one who was present at 
any of these séances has designs iden- 
tical with his as shown by their two- 
dimensional finger prints. 


* 


7—That while it may be possible to 


produce apparent replicas (as Mr. 
Bell suggests) it seems unlikely that 
they could escape detection by an ex- 
pert when critically examined by 
magnification or enlargement. This 
would seem sufficient to eliminate any 
serious consideration of the possibility 
of these impressions having been arti- 
ficially produced. 


8—If, on the other hand, it should final- 


ly be shown that replicas which defy 
detection can be produced artificially, 
it will then be necessary, in order tc 
prove scientifically and definitely that 
these phenomena are supernormal, to 
have them produced under still more 
complete control, such, for instance, 
as in a closed, sealed box containing 
nothing but the marked, hot wax.} 


9—To summarize, therefore, it appears 


that the evidence presented by these 
experiments (in which three-dimen- 
sional finger impressions with a 
definite pattern were produced in a 
plastic medium), when viewed in 
conjunction with the experience gained 
from conducting many experiments, 
with the precautions taken, and the 
technical care observed, seems to sup- 
port the contention that the phenome- 
non of producing these impressions, 
through or by the aid of the medium 
“Margery” is supernormal. 


Gatton Francis. (1892) ‘Finger-Prints’. London. 


Wilder, H. H. (1904). ‘Duplicate Twins and Double Monsters’. (Amer. Journal, 


Anat: ITI). 


Bonnevie Kristine. (1924) ‘Study on the Papillary Patterns of Human Fingers’ 


(Journ, Gen: XV). 
x.) 


Cummins, H. and Midio C. (1927). ‘Dermatoglyphics in Jews’ (Journ. Phys. Anthrop: 


Newman, H. H. (1930). ‘Fingerprints of Twins’. (Journ. Gen: XXIII). 
+ This has since been accomplished and will be described in a later article. 


- 
| 
rt 
in 
t, 
he 
Je 
or 
as 
ct 
ny 
m- 
m- 
ith 
he 
on 
ace 
hs 
ore 
of 


102 SIR OLIVER LODGE FINGER IMPRESSIONS 


Obviously this assumption does not 
of itself describe a method, or even 
offer an hypothesis as to the mechanism 
or mechanics of the procedure. 

However, we believe that this pheno- 
menon is in no way beyond explanation, 
that, indeed, it must be governed by 
very definite laws even though at pre- 
sent they are unknown—or if known, un- 
recognized—in this relationship. 

LATER LODGE IMPRESSIONS 


As indicated at the beginning of this 
article several “Sir Oliver” right thumb 
impressions were obtained at séances 
after July 15, 1931. 

The first of these was a right thumb 
obtained on November 23, 1931 (Fig. 
10). It was a fair print but rather near 
the edge of the wax and therefore only 
the central portion shows. Later, on No- 
vember 26, 1931 four impressions were 
made, one after the other, the first being 


an unusually fine ‘Walter’ print (Fig. 
11); the second a typical Lodge right 
thumb not particularly clear in the photo- 
graph although covering more area than 
the one of the 23d (Fig. 12). At this 
point Capt. Fife, who was present, (the 
writer was not) asked for an irregular or 
imperfect print and the third, as may be 
seen in Fig. 13 is another Lodge right 
thumb but the wax is quite irregular, as 
asked for by Capt. Fife. The fourth and 
last of this series is rather poor but still 
is a Lodge right thumb. (Fig. 14). 

The detailed report of these experi- 
ments of July 13, 14, and 15, 1931 states 
that the waxes were all carefully marked 
for identification in different ways. 

All these photographs are direct prints 
or enlargements finished without re- 
touching from negatives made by the 
writer. The exhibits mentioned in the 
text follow. 


EXHIBIT 1 (Part a) 
REPORT ON FINGERPRINTS 


SALIENT POINTS PRIOR TO JULY 13, 1931 


On Friday, July 10, 1931, a brief test was held at 7:45 P.M. (E.S.T.) at 10 
Lime Street, Boston. The usual members were present, but as indicated later, who 


they were is irrelevant to the following: 


It had been arranged to carry out some special experiments, and after a few min- 
utes “Walter” came through but stated that he was not going to do much on this 
night as he was getting ready for the “big night’—July 13th or thereabouts. 


“Walter” said that he was going to carry out some of the experiments which 
I had on a memorandum in my inside pocket—not those first on the list but some 


not very far down. 


(It was true that there was such a list in my pocket.) More- 


over, on the memorandum of January 21, 1931, which I had sent to Mr. W. H. But- 
ton of New York under Psychic Phenomena, p 3, sec. III, item 2 (b), I had sug- 
gested that we try to obtain a supernormal print of someone still living; and on a mem- 
orandum sent to Dr. L. R. G. Crandon of Boston on November 21, 1930, a similar 
suggestion had been made, viz:—supernormal print of one of the investigating group. 
“Walter” himself has suggested on one or two occasions that he would make Sir 
Oliver Lodge’s fingerprints while he was still alive, this in answer to a question by the 
writer as to whether he could make a fingerprint of a person still living. He said 
that after that series of sittings all other mediums would jump on us, but excitement 


would do us good. 
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After further conversation, not directly connected, “Walter” ordered everyone 
out of the room and downstairs except Margery, Sary, R. G. Adams and B. K. 
Thorogood. Margery and Sary were both in trance at this time and during conversa- 
tion which followed, so far as the writer could determine. 


When the above-mentioned four were alone, and the door closed and locked, 
Adams controlling Sary by holding her hands and Thorogood controlling Margery 
in the same manner, all lights were out and room was dark except for a 5 x 7 inch 
electric photographic dark-room lamp which had a Wratten filter which gave a soft, 
low-intensity green light outside and to the side of the cabinet. 


“Walter’’ started by saying that on Monday, July 13th, he would make for us 
Sir Oliver Lodge’s thumb prints. He wished us to say absolutely nothing about it 
to anyone, but to be prepared with wax, water, etc., on that date; and as a blind for 
those who had been sent out of the room, to have half a dozen other things prepared 
in addition to the above and simply to say that almost anything might happen. “Wal- 
ter” said he had not intended to get these prints now but he had to or might not get 
another chance. 


He said that from now on all fooling and spectacular stunts would be eliminated ; 
that we would work together and produce some real results from the physicists’ point 
of view. 


He then again warned us to say nothing; said that he was going; and told us to 
be prepared on Monday. The psychics shortly awoke and after we were all down- 
stairs Sary was asked to write automatically what ‘Walter’ had told Adams and the 
writer upstairs, and she wrote that there was nothing to say at this time. (I believe 
Dr. Crandon has this paper.) 


EXHIBIT 1 (Part b) 


SALIENT POINTS OF JULY 13, 14 AND 15 


On Monday, July 13th, after the first two fingerprints had been made, and Wal- 
ter had sent everyone from the room except Margery, Adams, and the writer, he 
stated to us that the prints were not very good; that he would make more on Tues- 
day, and also make the left thumb at that time. At this point I asked Adams to do 
something for me out of the room, and while I was alone ‘“Walter’”’ discussed with 
me the method of approaching Sir Oliver Lodge. He said I was to send a letter 
and photographs to Sir Oliver Lodge and put it right up to him to identify them. 


IMPORTANT NOTE—He then said, “Thorogood, I'll tell you what I'll do. 
I will make the fingerprints of six living scientists for you, and you shall pick your 
own men’; and when I suggested some be made in an enclosed space he said he 
would do that 


The séance beyond this point was irrelevant to this subject and was shortly ended. 


Following is a brief description of the production of the fingerprints, method of 
marking, control, etc. 


The details of conversation and other points of importance were written up quite 
completely for all three tests by Mr. Wm. H. Button. The writer was constantly oc- 
cupied in taking care of and preparing the wax both before and after the impressions 
were made, and could not pay much attention to this part of the proceedings. 


On July 13th and 14th R. G. Adams took brief notes (in the dark) for the 
writer, and a copy of these is on file. 
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On july 15th Miss Barry, one of Dr. Richardson's stenographers, took down a 
limited amount of the conversation. 

The dental wax (Kerr) used was previously marked for identification by Wm. 
H. Button, President of the A. S. P. R., and by Daniel D. Walton, counsel for the 
same organization, or by the writer. From the time of marking until they were 
placed in position either in the hot water dish which was on the table, or directly on 
the table in front of the medium, in a plastic condition, they were handled by the 
writer only. He also removed them as soon as it was indicated that the impressions 
had been made; the one exception being in the case of No. 1, made on July 15, 1931, 
at 3.30 P.M. (E.S.T.), which was marked and handled, I understand, by Mr. Walton. 

In order to be certain afterwards of the order in which they were made, each 
wax was numbered (usually on the back) immediately upon removal from the séance 
table after having received its impression as above mentioned. 

After each séance each piece of wax used was carefully examined for the iden- 
tification marks and also checked as to the number of pieces used with the number 
of pieces prepared for use at that particular time, and the date and sequence number 
carved on its surface and filled in with white ink as shown by the photographs. 

What control was used in each of the four tests is indicated I believe for that 
series in Mr. Button’s notes but, briefly, in all cases it consists of marked wax as 
previously stated, the holding of the psychic’s hands and those of others present, 
and some protection afforded by a wire screen of 14-inch mesh over the ends, front 
and top of séance table (open on psychic’s side). It was planned that Adams and 
the writer should control the psychic by Adams holding her right hand and Dr. Richard- 
son’s left with one hand and her ankle with the other; the writer holding Dr. Cran- 
don’s left and psychic’s right hand with one of his and her ankle with the other, 2 
baseball catcher’s mask which had, securely fastened to it, a fine-mesh wire, having pre- 
viously been placed over her head. This method of holding the medium and use of 


the head mask, however, were abandoned because of conditions which arose that 
made this course seem inadvisable. 


If these prints prove to be those of a person now living who was not present 
in flesh at the time of their making, and, further, if it be true that there is no known 
normal way of producing one’s bona fide fingerprints except by the actual contact of 
one’s own flesh fingers with the wax, then these prints obviously were made by super- 
normal means and, therefore, control is of secondary consequence. 

In all, 20 impressions or partial impressions were made, 16 of which have been 
identified by the fingerprint expert as being probably a right and left thumb print, 
the others being too scant to determine, yet in no case are the impressions exactly 
alike, though having common characteristics. 


Finally, in the opinion of the fingerprint expert, Capt. J. W. Fife, the official 
prints of those present at each and all these tests do not correspond with any of the 
wax impressions made on these three days. The only records not on file are the 
stenographer’s; but she was not present on July 13th and 14th when we got the 
first groups; and those of Miss Brooke Sherburne, who was present part of the time 
only on July 13th, and whose prints have not yet been classified. Further, on the 13th 
the last print, No. 3, was made, with only the writer and Margery in séance room, and 
on the afternoon of July 15th I understand Mr. Walton controlled Margery and ob- 
tained print No. 1, Mr. Button controlling Sary, they being the only other persons 
present. 

Respectfully submitted, 


B. K. THOROGOOD. 
August 19, 1931. 


Boston, Mass. 


ETRIC 1) 


MEDICAL AND | : 
SURGICAL SUPPLIES g51.857 B 


NGHES 


Enlargement of first impression made, showing clearly whorl type of pattern. 


3: 4) | 6 E 
Fi J 
ig. 2 26 


siya JO puodas apeur pue Jo ssred Fulmoys 


€ 


: 
4 


Fig. 4 
whorl in right thumb 


Enlargement of one of pairs shown in Fig. 3, showing 
and loop in left. 


‘ 
i 
3 
< 
: 
; 2 
é 
i 
‘ 


Right thumb impression obtained in afternoon with Mr. Walton controlling “Margery” 
and Mr. Button controlling “Sary’’; no one else present. 


We 


: im 
bet 
Nc 
sat 
tiv 
of 
4 
tk 
Fig. 5 ‘i 
B 


SIR OLIVER LODGE FINGER IMPRESSIONS 


EXHIBIT 1 (Part c) 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF FINGER PRINTS 
Made July 13, 14, and 15, 1931 
Boston, Massachusetts 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS 


The following photographs, with the exception of print No. 1, Series III, are of 
impressions made in dental wax (Kerr) during tests on July 13, 14 and 15, 1931, 
between 7.30 P.M. and 9:00 P.M. (E.S.T.), at 10 Lime Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
No. 1, Series III, I understand was made on July 15th at 3:30 P.M. (E.S.T.) at the 
same place. 

The photographs are direct contact prints from the original photographic nega- 
tives, made without retouching, and include enlargements for better study. The size 
of each impression is indicated by the scale shown in each print. 

Some of these photographs, because of the method of lighting, may give an 
impression that the prints are raised rather than depressed, which is merely an illusion. 

Each wax is marked with the date and number in the order in which the impres- 
sions were made in each series. 

SERIES I (Figs. 1 and 2) 

This series was made on July 13th and consists of three single impressions whica 
appear to be of a thumb. (The size of the impressions indicates a thumb rather than 
a finger). 

The small piece of wax 3b was cut from piece 3a for identification before 3a 
was used. Fig. 2 is another view of No. 1 in Fig. 1. 

SeriEs II (Figs. 3 and 4) 

This was made on July 14th and consists of three double impressions—side by 
side—apparently of right and left thumbs, the right impression being of the same de- 
sign as those made on the 13th. There is no way of telling whether they are of 
the same person without having for comparison the finger prints which they are sup- 
posed to represent. 

Fig. 4, is another view of No. 3, Fig. 3. 

SeriEs III (Figs. 5, 6, and 7) 

This series was made on July 15th and consists of single and multiple impres- 
sions, some partly crossed (i.e. as of crossed fingers). Several of these are of the 
same design as those made on July 14th, but because some of the characteristics in the 
design are lacking on account of the small area of contacts, it is not wholly clear whether 
they are all thumb impressions or whether some are of fingers. Here again this might 
be determined if we had for comparison a set of the finger prints which they are sup- 
posed to represent. 


Fig. 6—No. 2 wax—contains no design whatsoever, and No. 3 contains only a 
few lines 

Fig. 7 also shows the impression of what appears to be part of a wrist, indicai- 
ing quite clearly pores in the skin and impressions made by hairs, as well as a de- 
pression which might be caused by bones of the wrist. 

The data pertaining to the characteristics of the finger prints were furnished by 
a finger print expert, Captain John W. Fife, of Boston. He states, after comparison 
with their recorded finger prints, that these are not the prints of anyone present on 
the dates mentioned. | 

The photographs were made by the writer who, in the capacity of special in- 
vestigator for the American Society of Psychical Research, was present with his as- 
sociate, Mr. Ralph G. Adams, at all the tests except on the afternoon of July 15th. 

Respectfully submitted, 


B. K. THOROGOOD. 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


July 30, 1931. 
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EXHIBIT 2 


RECORD OF SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, JULY 13, 1931 


8:30 P.M. Daylight saving time. 

Present to left: Dr. Richardson, Mr. Button, Mr. Sherburne, Mrs. Richardson, 
Mr. Walton Mr, Litzelmann, Sary, Dr. Crandon and Psyche. Mr. Adams and Mr. 
Thorogood were free in the room. 

Thorogood brought in a large wire-mesh screen, like a fire screen, 14 inch mesh. 
Lower edge was tacked to the edges of the table and enclosed it on three sides— 
curved towards the cabinet, and opened on that side, the top of the screen towards 
the cabinet being 18 inches from the table-top. The result was that no one could 
reach the table top except from the side towards the cabinet. 

The two mediums went into trance in a few moments and then Walter came 
through full of business. His voice was particularly strong and his directions were 
clear and concise. 

Sherburne had brought his daughter Brooke with him but she had been left in 
the bookroom. Walter immediately asked why that girl had been left downstairs. He 
directed that she be brought up and seated in the far corner. He said that she was 
young and would see something she had never seen before. Sherburne brought her 
up and seated her as directed. Walter then gave a dissertation substantially as follows: 

“There are to be no more repetitions of the old physical experiments. They 
are all done. We are now to proceed to show you that there is no death; that each 
of you is living one life now and hereafter, each made up of steps. This life may 
assume another form which we call ‘after-death’. These experiments will disrupt 
many ideas, and particularly the theories of the S. P. R. Those in the S. P. R. op- 
posed to physical phenomena will ‘pass out’ because here are facts that do not iit 
such theories. I am going to make a print of Sir Oliver Lodge's right thumb. After 
this series send Sir Oliver Lodge photographs of the prints. He will codperate. I 
shall get his thumbprint from him while he is asleep. (10 P.M. Boston; 3 A.M. 
Salisbury, England.) Tell him that if his right print is not enough I will get his 
left print. He will be glad to help.” 

After the first prints were taken as below Walter was asked many questions as 
to what he actually brought from England. He would only reply, ‘I have brought 
this thumbprint.” Also, “It has a bearing on all apports. It has a tremendous bear- 
ing on so-called spiritualism. Think that over.” 

At 9:30 Walter called for hot water which was put on table and Thorogood, 
in red light, put in a piece of marked wax. Light then turned off. Walter said this 
one was only an experiment. He continued to state that this would upset the spirit- 
ualists. He would start a new science. “Here’s one living, one dead.” He called 
for more hot water which was furnished. Presently Thorogood retrieved the wax 
from cold water dish at Walter’s direction. 

At 9:45 Walter called for second piece of wax. Thorogood furnished it exactly 
as before and shortly this piece was likewise secured by Thorogood. Walter said, 
“They will have to say either that Sir Oliver is a liar or that this is genuine.” 

Walter then directed that Sary, Walton, Litzelmann, Sherburne, Brooke, and 
Mrs. Richardson leave the room, which they did. This left Crandon, Richardson, 
Button, the two investigators and Psyche in room. Circle formed with Adams and 
Thorogood outside it. Walter said he would make a fine print,—but after a couple 
of minutes directed Crandon, Richardson, and Button to leave, which they did. He 
then directed Adams to leave and call Button upstairs to mark a piece of wax. Button 
returned and Thorogood handed him a blank piece of wax through the séance room 
door. There were no prints or markings on it except the trade name “Kerr.” Button 
marked it and handed it back to Thorogood who went back into the séance room 
alone with Psyche. He arranged the hot water, put in wax and shortly secured the 
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third print which was immediately returned to Button as soon as sitting was over. 
Button identified his marks and observed a good thumbprint on it. 


Thorogood identified the markings he had put on the first two pieces. 


Walter remarked several times that this was Thorogood’s experiment and would 
make him either notorious or famous “both of which are the same.” 

Sitting closed at 10:20 P.M. and downstairs it was found that there had been 
produced three prints of a right thumb alleged to be that of Sir Oliver Lodge. Dur- 
ing the séance Walter had said the prints were unusual and each had a central 
circular core, which proved to be the case. During the sitting Walter announced sev- 
eral times that he was going away and each time silence would ensue for two or three 
minutes. 


Each signer certifies only to what occurred in his or her presence as indcated. 


WILLIAM H. BUTTON BROOKE SHERBURNE 

L. R. G. CRANDON EpWARD H. SHERBURNE 
SARAH B. LITZELMANN JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON 
C. H. LirzELMANN DANIEL D. WALTON 
MARK W. RICHARDSON B. K. THOROGOOD 


RALPH G. ADAMS 


EXHIBIT 3 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, JULY 14, 1931 
9 P.M. Daylight saving time. 


Séance room very warm with much humidity. Electric fan on. Victrola play- 

ing. 
Order of sitters to left: Dr. Richardson, Mr. Button, Mrs. Richardson, Mr. Wal- 

ton, Mr. Litzelmann, Sary, Dr. Crandon and Psyche. Mr. Adams and Mr. Thorogooc 

outside circle. 

Walter came through in about two minutes. Both mediums in trance. 


Walter ordered the Victrola stopped. It was done. Thorogood stopped fan. 
Walter ordered it on. 


Walter’s voice was very strong. Said he would doubly amaze us tonight. Would 
do something never done before. Would complicate all our wires with Sir Oliver's fin- 
gers and toes. Also that the arguments and discussions caused by last night’s pheno- 
mena were good for us, we were too complaisant, that he would puzzle us more to- 
night. He then ordered Button and Mrs. Richardson to change places; then Sary and 
Carl Litzelmann. Walter continued his comments to the effect that it was good to 
know we were worried, it would keep us going. 


Walter then ordered us to form two circles. First, to left, Margery, Richardson, 
Mrs. Richardson, Button and Crandon; second, to left, Litzelmann, Sary, Adams, Wal- 
ton. (Walter ordered Adams into this circle.) 

The first circle surrounded the table, the screen being in place as on previous 
evening. Later Walter said the object of the two circles was to increase the power. 

After arranging the circles Walter asked Thorogood if he had marked the wax. 
Thorogood said he had. Walter asked if the pieces were large. Thorogood said 
“not particularly.” Walter wanted large pieces and directed Thorogood to go down- 
stairs and get them and Walton and Button to accompany him to mark the wax. 
The three went to the back room and opened a new box of wax containing eight 
pieces. Walton and Button marked five. ‘Thorogood took these and one not marked. 


Button took the other two unmarked pieces and the three returned to the séance room 
where the two circles were formed as before. 


of 
“4 
2 


SIR OLIVER LODGE FINGER IMPRESSIONS 


Walter then ordered hot water on table. Thorogood placed it there in red light. 
Cold water already there. Thorogood placed one piece of wax on cloth in hot water. 
Those in first circle could plainly see these operations. Red light turned out. Walter was 
asked how Sir Oliver slept last night. He said, ‘‘Restlessly.’” Was asked how he 
brought Sir Oliver's thumb prints over. He said he looked around and decided on 
the American Express. Crandon said it was out of business. Walter said, “Nothing 
ever dies.” 

Both mediums in deep trance, Walter ordered Sary out of trance peremptorily. 
Said, ‘‘Sary, come out immediately.” She did. Sounds heard as of wax being dropped 
in cold water dish on table. Margery in trance complained of discomfort. Walter 
ordered Thorogood to take out wax. Said there were two prints on it, he would name 
them Walton and Button—they were so different. Thorogood secured the wax. 

After a few moments Walter ordered another piece of wax in hot water. After 
a few seconds Walter ordered Sary into trance. She obliged as far as her con- 
trols could judge. After about 214 minutes flopping sounds in water were 
heard. Wax ordered out. Thorogood secured it. Walter said it was a poor print and 
shortly ordered another piece of wax in more hot water quickly. Thorogood did 
this exactly as before. After a moment Walter ordered Sary out of trance. She 
obeyed so far as appearances could indicate. A minute later he ordered her back 
into trance and she evidently obeyed. In the next two minutes Walter ordered her 


in and out again and she evidently obeyed. This made four times in all during the 
s€éance. 


Some flopping sounds were heard, and Thorogood on direction secured the wax. 
Walter said it had two thumb prints,—Sir Oliver’s right and left; that they were the 
best prints he had ever made. Left one something like Walter's own. Right entirely 
different. Walter then said he was through. Everyone said “goodnight”. After a 
few moments Walter said ‘Good night.” 

In the book room Thorogood produced three pieces of wax with prints on them. 
Walton and Button identified them as pieces marked by them. Thorogood dated them. 
Thorogood produced the two unused pieces marked by Walton and Button and one 
unmarked piece; Button produced the two other unmarked pieces. The prints proved 
to be as follows: 


First: A left and a right thumb. The right one was much more unusual than 
the left. 


Second: A left thumb print—not so good as preceding. Also part of a right. 

Third: A right and left thumb print which were very plain. The right thumb- 
prints were of the same pattern as those of previous evening. Towards the end of 
the sitting Walter requested Thorogood to weld several pieces of wax together to 
make larger pieces for tomorrow night. He said Sir Oliver slept with his hands 
clasped and his thumbs crossed. He would reproduce the crossed thumbs. 


The signers certify to the occurrences indicated to have happened in their re- 
spective presences. 


(Signed) Witt1AM H. BuTTON Mark W. RICHARDSON 
L. R. G. CRANDON JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON 
SARAH B. LITZELMANN DANIEL Day WALTON 
C. H. LirzELMANN B. K. THOROGOOD 


RALPH G. ADAMS 
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EXHIBIT 4 


The following was written by Margery at 10 Lime Street, 3:30 P.M. (D.S.T.), 
July 15, 1931. 


WHB: WE WILL SIT AT 4:30. HAVE HOT WATER AND WAX. ALL 
Of. 

July 15, 1931, at 3:30 P.M. Walton, Button, Sara and Margery were sitting in 
library at 10 Lime Street, discussing things in general. Suddenly Margery went into 
trance, went across the room, shut off fan, got pad and pencil and wrote the above. 

Walton and Button marked five pieces of Kerr, got hot water, and went to 
séance room at 4:30. Red light and victrola. Red light off. In about two minutes 
Walter came through and asked what we wanted. Button told him we were there 
at his invitation. He said “put in wax.” Red light turned on. Walton put hot 
water in dish and placed it on table. Cold water already there. Walton put wax 
on cloth in hot water. Red light off. Walter ordered Sary and Button to go to back 
of room near widow, which they did, and Walton to sit squarely in front of medium. 
Walton leaned over wire screen and held both of medium’s hands. In about two 
minutes flopping sounds were heard in dish. Walter said wax was stuck to cloth and 
he couldn’t get it off. Walton would have to do it. Walter said it was a da 
good print of Sir Oliver Lodge. Walton retrieved it and took it off cloth. Walton 
told Walter it was fine. Walter said it was a wonderful print. He then said good- 


bye until 9 o'clock. Button and Walton identified wax which had a thumbprint on it. 
Time 4:30 to 4:50 P.M. 


(Signed) H. BuTTON 
DANIEL Day WALTON 
SARAH B. LITZELMANN 


At the request of Walter the above sitting was not divulged to any one until 
after the 9 o'clock sitting of the same evening. 


EXHIBIT 5 


Notes OF SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, JULY 15, 1931 
9:05 p.m. Daylight saving time. 


Sitters to left: Dr. Richardson, Mr. Button, Mr. Sherburne, Mrs. Richardson, Mr. 
Walton, Mr. Litzelmann, Sary, Dr. Crandon and Psyche. Mr. Thorogood and Mr. 
Adams were free outside the circle. 


Double trance at 9:07. In about two minutes Walter came through. Dr Cran- 
don said, “Before starting I want to ask you, Walter, at beginning of trance last 
sitting, Psyche held Dr. Richardson’s and my hand very tight as if she were falling.” 
Walter replied, ‘Maybe she was, how do I know? I never was a psychic.” 

Mr. Thorogood told Walter he had a heater there for him to heat the wax on 
and would like to have him try it out. Walter whistled. 


Miss Barry, stenographer, was outside circle prepared to take notes. She took 
her notes by a red light which was on throughout the sitting. Before the sitting Mr. 
Walton gave Miss Barry some instructions as to what notes were to be taken down. 
In the seance room Walter told her to take down what he (Walter) told her to 
for those were the most important facts. 
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Walter said to Miss Barry, ‘Take this down. I am telling you that on this [| 


will rise or fall) THEY ARE THE RIGHT AND LEFT THUMBPRINTS OF SIR OLIVER 
LODGE.” 


There was a knocking sound from the fan in the room, and Walter said it 
sounded like Adams's head. Mr. Thorogood smiled and Walter passed a remark 
about his smiling and said, “Some one (Thorogood?) will get his turn. Well, you 
had yours, Walton.’” Dr. Crandon said, “That's a cryptic remark.” 


Walter then said, “I am going away now.” In a few minutes Walter requested 
that Sary be put outside the circle in a corner with Mr. Adams and Mr. Walton. 
Walter then said, ‘Come out of it, Sarah.” Sary out of trance 9:15. 


At 9:16 Walter asked for small piece of wax. Also light. Wax in. Sary in 
trance; out at 9:20. In about three-quarters of a minute Walter said, “The wax is 
too soft to make a good print. I don’t like your flatiron method. It takes ten 
times the energy to cool it.” Thorogood said he could heat it in hot water and put 
it on a card. This he did. In a minute or two Mr. Button said, “What is this I 
have? It hit me.” Walter threw cardboard with wax on it into Button’s lap. Wal- 


ter said, “There is your thumbprint. A rather imperfect right thumb of Sir Oliver 
Lodge.” Mr. Thorogood took it from Mr. Button. 


Dr. Crandon said, ‘Walter, why did you leave out the cold water stage?” Walter 
said, “How do you know I did?” 


Thorogood, ‘Let me know when you are ready for the next one.” 
Walter: “Right away.” “Relax, Sarah.” 


Walter: “Get ready a large piece of wax.” “I give you the phenomena but God 
gives you the weather.” 

Thorogood put in large piece of wax at 9:27. Walter: “Come out of it, Sarah.” 
9:2714 Thorogood took it away. Walter: ‘That is not so pretty. Soften wax a little 
more next time. This is a right and left thumb. He had crossed his left thumb over 
his right one. He changes his position now and puts the right one over the left.” 

At 9:30 Thorogood put in a softer piece of wax. Walter: ““A very good thumb- 
print, rather larger, just opposite to the other one.” 

Walter now called for a small piece of wax. He then changed it to a large 
piece. Walter: “Hurry up.” Thorogood: “Just a second, Walter, and I will have 
it for you.” Thorogood places the wax. 9:35. Respiration of Margery much in- 
creased in speed. Walter: “This shows two thumbprints, tips of fingers and palm 
of hand. Not very good.” 

Dr. Crandon: ‘We would like to ask you a few questions. Has Feda made any 
communication with Sir Oliver concerning these experiments?” 

Walter: “I wouldn't tell you if I knew.” 


Dr. Crandon: ‘The Chief had a brain-storm today, Walter. What if we were 
to ask you to make a thumbprint of one of your regular group of sitters who never- 
theless couldn’t put his own thumb on the table?” 


Walter: “Just think of that! It might be done. You may go now and God 
bless you and keep you.” 


Dr. Crandon: “When do we sit again?” 
Walter: “God knows, I might melt away. Come out of it, Sarah.” 
Mr. Button: “Is Sir Oliver going to codperate?” 


Walter: “Sure. What I have told you is the truth. I did what I did because 
I had to do it now or never. Goodnight!” 


Sitting closed at 9:40 P.M. 
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Downstairs in the Book Room, after the séance, Sary wrote as follows: (mirror 


writing). 
“Charles 

“Walter says that in this world and the other he has met all kinds of people 
but he has never yet had the extreme privilege of meeting so many d. .. . fools 


at one time. He would like to tell a few of you what he thinks. You wouldn't 
like it but it might be good for you. He asks this, simply. What do you think 
he is trying to prove? Is he proving to you that he does not exist? I ask you! Are 
you prepared to go and show him that he is worthy the faith he is trying to prove? 
He really is about ready to say you are all hopeless. What do you say?” 


(Signed) 
WILLIAM H. BUTTON EDWARD H. SHERBURNE 
L. R. G. CRANDON JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON 
SARAH BURLEIGH LITZELMANN DANIEL Day WALTON 
C. H. LirEZLMANN B. K. THOROGOOD 
Mark W. RICHARDSON RALPH G. ADAMS 
EXHIBIT 6 


PRINTS OF SIR OLIVER LODGE 


Capt. FIFE’s REPORT 
August 3, 1931. 
Fig. 1. The three impressions are alike and in my opinion were made from a 
right thumb. 
Fig. 2. An enlargement made from Fig. 1, all patterns being identically alike. 
Fig. 3. The two pairs of impressions in my opinion are right and left thumbs. The 


single impression is the same pattern and identically like the first pattern in 
both pairs. The second prints of both pairs are identical with those in Fig. 1. 


Fig. 4. An enlargement of one of the pairs of prints in Fig. 3, and identical with 
them. 


Fig. 5. An enlargement of print identical in design with Fig. 2. 
Fig. 6. No. 2. Not clear enough to identify. 
No. 3. The right thumb and the same pattern as found in the three double 
pairs, and identical with Fig. 1. 
No. 4. Two impressions are right and left thumb prints crossed. 


No. 5. Right and left thumbs crossed and the same pattern as found in No. 
4; and identical with those in Fig. 7. 
No. 6. Right and left thumbs crossed and same pattern as the others con- 
tained in Fig. 7. The two single prints not clear enough to identify. 
Fig. 7. In my opinion the two impressions in the centre are a right and left thumb 
crossed, and are identically the same pattern as contained in Fig. 3. The 
two other impressions have not enough detail by which a comparison can 
be made. 


None of the above prints I have examined correspond in any way with the prints 
of any person present during the sittings at Lime Street. 


Respectfully, 


(Signed) JOHN W. FIFE. 
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Fig. 6 
Group of five waxes, each bearing from one to four impressions, some too faint for 
identification. 
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EXHIBIT 7 
REPORT (UNDATED) By W. T. BELL 


On the 10th October 1931 I received from Sir Oliver Lodge a series of photo- 
graphs of digital impressions for examination and report. 

These impressions were alleged to have been made on dental wax at the home 
of Dr. L. R. G. Crandon, M.D., 10 Lime Street, Boston, Mass., U. S. A., on the 
13th, 14th and 15th July, 1931. 

I have carefully scrutinized the photographs referred to and am in a position 
to say that all the legible prints are thumb impressions, or manufactured replicas of 
thumb impressions. 

In making this report I feel that it is necessary to stipulate that if publication 
is made in which my name is used, it must be published verbatim, or, if any ex- 
tract is published regarding any particular photograph, then the sentences and para- 
graphs underlined by me in this report must also at the same time be quoted. 

In view of the circumstances in which many of these impressions were alleged 
to have been obtained it is imperative for me to state that even with a compara- 
tively short association with a person it would be quite a simple matter to obtain 
thumb impressions and afterwards to reproduce these identical replicas by artificial 
means.* 

I. The imprints shown in Series I are all of the whorl type, are identical with 
each other and represent a right thumb impression. 

II. In Series II the impressions on the right of each pair of prints are identical 
with those in Series I. 

The incomplete print on wax No. 2 discloses little characteristic data, but it 
is probable that this print is also identical with those of Series I. A definite opinion 
cannot ke given regarding this partial imprint. The imprints on the left of each 
pair are of the loop type and prove to be impressions of a left thumb. 

III. In Series III the impressions on wax marked No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5 
are lacking in characteristic data and therefore useless for purposes of fixing identity. 

The impressions on wax marked No. 1 and No. 6 are repeat imprints of the 
thumb prints recorded in Series I and II. The large impression shown on wax No. 
6, print G, certainly appears to be a skin mark and may conceivably be that of a 
wrist showing a depression on the wax the wrist bone would make. 

I am not in a position to make any further observation as to this mark as the 
question of identity cannot arise. 

With regard to the identity of these prints this is not affected in any way by 
the appearance ia some cases of ridges as furrows. 

Such reversal of ridges and furrows can be satisfactorily accounted for by the 
manner of lighting the object whilst being photographed. 

In such cases as these the lighting problem is oft times difficult. 

An example of reversal of ridges and furrows is to be seen in the loop print, 
No. 6, dated 7-15-31. 

On the 21st October, 1931, I received from Sir Oliver Lodge normal imprints 
of his thumb taken with ink in the ordinary way. 

I have prepared an exhibit showing an enlargement of a normal impression of 
the right thumb of Sir Oliver Lodge, together with an enlargement of imprint on wax 
marked No. 2, dated 7-13-31, Series 1, made at Boston, Mass. See-Exhibit “A’’. (Fig. 
8, intra). 

In this case I have marked on each photograph 14 skin ridge characteristics which 
are to be found in agreement. 

The characteristics indicated do not exhaust the supply of data available for com- 
parison but is sufficient to convince me that these impressions are identical with each 
other. 
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Fig. 8 
Mr. Bell's Exhibit A with the fourteen identical characteristics marked. Sir Oliver 


Lodge's right thumb ink print. At right a poor reproduction of a copy of a 
photograph by the writer of wax No. 2 of Fig. 1. 
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Exhibit ‘‘B” (Fig. 9, infra) is a photographic enlargement of a normal impression 
of the left thumb of Sir Oliver Lodge, together with an enlargement of photo of im- 
pression on wax marked No. 3, dated 7-14-31, Series II, made at Boston. 

I have marked 14 skin ridge characteristics in agreement in these impressions. 

Other unmarked data are to be found in this case and I do not hesitate to say 
that these impressions are also identical. 

Regarding the exhibits it will be seen that the subsidiary ridges (these are per- 
haps best described as an attempt of additional ridges to develop between the main 
ridges) are more pronounced in the prints produced at Boston. 

This may be due to varying degrees of pressure. The bold appearance of these 
subsidiary ridges in one print in contrast to the fine lines disclosed in the other 
might lead to confusion in the mind of the inexperienced when checking the all 
important sequence of detail. 

Another noticeable point is the absence of pore marks in the ridge lines of the 
impressions obtained in Boston. These are reproduced in the normal impressions of 
Sir Oliver Lodge. 

My experience has been that imprints in wax reproduce these minute pore marks 
with extraordinary clearness. It should be stated, however, that the appearance of 
pore marks normally produced, depends to a certain extent upon the temperature of 
the digit at the time the imprint is made. 

I have been engaged continuously on the work and study of identification by 
means of finger prints for thirty years. Judging, as I do, by my experience I have 
no doubt that the legible impressions of the whorl type referred to in this report are 
identical with the right thumb impression, and those of the loop type with the left 
thumb impression of Sir Oliver Lodge. 

The foregoing report deals with the question of comparisons of identity only.* 

(Signed) W. T. BELL, 
(Ex) Chief Inspector in charge of the Finger Print Bureau, 
New Scotland Yard, London. 


*It is in this sense, therefore, that Inspector Bell will have made his claim “that 
it is quite a simple matter to obtain thumb impressions and afterwards to reproduce 
these identical replicas by artificial means. This is the routine identification. But the 
question here involved is not the identification of the prints as being those of a particular 
person, but the very different one of the verification of originals versus copies or re- 
plicas. (See alsc Dr. Crandon’s letter—Exhibit 13 infra).—Ep. 


EXHIBIT 8 


CHIEF INSPECTOR W. T. BELL 
LETTERS AND REPORT 
Wembley, Middlesex. 
20th November, 1931. 
Dear Doctor Crandon, 

Sir Oliver Lodge has, I believe, written you regarding the extraordinary du- 
plicates of his thumb impressions which were obtained in Boston during a recent 
series of sittings. 

As an expert I was compelled to vouch for their identity, but for my own 
satisfaction I should be personally indebted if you would be kind enough to let me 
have a complete set of the thumb and finger prints of both hands of your wife ‘“Mar- 
gery” and also both hands of yourself, in order that I may see whether there are, 
by any chance, any points of similarity between these and the “Lodge” imprints which 
were obtained. 

Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) W. T. BELL. 
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Another Sir Oliver Lodge right thumb impression. 
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Fig. 11 
An unusually fine detailed impression of a “Walter” print obtained at same time with 
three right thumb prints of Sir Oliver on Nov. 26, 1931. 


f Nov. 26, 1931. 
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Fig. 13 
A very good Sir Oliver right thumb print, the photograph showing clearly the irregular 
surface of the wax for which Capt. Fife had asked during séance. 
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EXHIBIT 9 


Dr. L. R. G. CRANDON TO Mr. W. T. BELL 


London 
6th December, 1931. 
My dear Mr. Bell, 


This note is merely to recall to your mind the comparisons and experiments 
which I would like to have you carry out. 

I. I have given you two enlarged thumb print photographs on one sheet. 
Make comparisons. Are they of the same thumb? (Exhibits C and D.) 

2. I have left with you ink-on-paper prints of my two thumbs made by you 
today (two dimensional). I have also given you a box of dental wax (Kerr). You 
said in your recent report to Sir Oliver Lodge (Page 1, Para. 5), ‘That even with 
a comparatively short association with a person it would be quite a simple matter to 
obtain thumb impressions and afterwards to reproduce these identical replicas by 
artificial means.” 

I take it from the above that you believe it would be “quite a simple matter’ to 
reproduce a flat (on paper) print a large number of times on another flat surface by 
photography. 

I take it from the above that you do not mean that you believe it to be ‘quite 
a simple matter’ to reproduce this flat surface print on a three-dimensional piece of 
dental wax (Kerr). 

I have left with you my paper thumb prints and a box full of Kerr begging 
you forthwith to experiment, trying to make from my two-dimensional flat paper 
print a three-dimensional identical print in Kerr of such clearness and quality that an 
expert would not know at once what has been attempted. 

Please send me your results in the experiments above together with your com- 
ments and expert opinion. 

I am putting the same problem up to Mr. Fife (U. S. N.), and to Mr. Taylor 
at the Fingerprint Bureau, Navy Department, Washington, D.C. 

Please report on Problem No. 1 as early as possible; on Problem 2 entirely at 
your convenience. 


With my thanks for your kindly interest, 


Very truly yours. 
L. R. G. CRANDON. 


EXHIBIT 10 


W. T. BELL To Dr. CRANDON 


Wembley, Middlesex. 
December 11th, 1931. 
Dear Dr. Crandon, 


I received your letter dated 6th December, 1931, sent from the Carlton Hotel, 
London. 

I had no idea you were leaving London so soon as I understood you would be 
staying here till the 14th December. It was only when an endeavour was made to 
secure an interview with you that I learned you had left. 

In view of the request made to me to report as to the identity in regard to 
certain seance imprints obtained in Boston, and which were sent to me by Sir Oliver 
Lodge on October 10th, 1931, after making my report upon these imprints I thought 
it advisable to refer back to some previous published thumb prints alleged to have 
been obtained in a similar manner. The result is disclosed in the report and exhibit 
which I have prepared and, I think, calls for some explanation before it is published. 
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Fig. 14 


Last of this series, showing a Sir Oliver Lodge right thumb, although not very clearly. 
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I would point out here that on Page 11, of the book reprinted from the Journal 
of the American Society, Jan.-Dec., 1927-1928, it is quoted that “it is impossible to 
mistake a toe print for a finger print.’ I have experimented with big toe prints of 
persons aged about fifty and find it impossible to determine whether the prints ob- 
tained are of a toe or a thumb. 

With regard to the statement on Page 87 of the same book, that “in a certain 
family relationship a correspondence of special characteristics amounting to 75 per 
cent is usually noted,’ I must point out that about four months ago I wrote to Mr. 
Fife, asking to be supplied with examples of this. I have not yet had a reply to this 
letter. My experience does not agree with this claim, which, if generally accepted as 
a fact, would, I am afraid, severely shake judicial faith in finger print science and 
cause infinite harm to the system. 


Seeing the position at the moment I consider it unnecessary to proceed with 
the report and marking of the thumb print enlargements you left with me or to 
experiment with the dental wax. 


In these circumstances I feel bound to return herewith the cheque value £6. 6s. Od. 
dated 7th December, 1931. 


I shall be glad to receive a reply relative to this matter by return with any ob- 
servations you care to make, as you will realize the matter is one of such importance 
that publication cannot be delayed. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) W. T. 


EXHIBIT 11 


REPORT BY W. T. BELL 


ON THE IDENTITY OF THE ALLEGED SUPERNORMAL ‘‘WALTER’ PRINT ON 
PLASTER Cast OF May 17TH, 1924. 


In view of the request made to me to report as to the identity in regard to cer- 
tain s€ance imprints obtained in Boston, which were sent to me by Sir Oliver 
Lodge on October 10, 1931, after making my report upon these imprints I thought it 
advisable to refer back to some previous published thumb prints, alleged to have 
been obtained in a similar manner. 

In 1929 a book “The Thumbprint and Cross-Correspondence Experiments Made 
with the Medium ‘‘Margery” During 1927 and 1928” was sent to me by Dr. L. R. G. 
Crandon. 


This book is reprinted from the Journal of the American Society of Psychical 
Research. At the sé€ance sittings under Margery’s Mediumship during 1927-1928 
many alleged supernormal digital impressions were produced. 


These imprints are in most cases identical and are referred to as the ‘‘well known 
Walter print.” A photographic copy of a supernormal “Walter print’ shown on 
Page 91, and marked 2.3.27. appears in exhibit and is marked 1. 


On Page 96, a photograph of a digital impression appears, which is described as 
“Thumb of the paraffin glove of May 1924, showing the Walter print; photographed 
direct from the plaster cast of the glove made at the time.” This print is reported 
on by Mr. John W. Fife, who is described as a civilian finger print expert and Chief 
of Police of Charlestown (Boston) Navy Yard. Mr. Fife’s report appears on Page 
87, and reads: 
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Capt. J. W. Fire’s REPORT 
(Quoted in Mr. Bell’s Report {Exhibit 11}) 


“I then examined the plaster cast of a hand, marked May 17, 1924, and find that 
the ridges and depressions are clearly marked over most of the area of the thumb, 
but that the thumb, like the rest of he hand, is distorted. The ball of the thumb 
seems to have been pinched up into a ridge above the core and this gives a different 
appearance to the pattern in that region as compared to the wax prints. In spite 
of the distortion, the pattern is in general identical with that of the wax prints in 
the corresponding area. The ridge count from the core to the delta is the same and 
the relationship of numerous bifurcations is consistent with those of the wax prints. 
In spite of the peculiar distortion of this thumb I am convinced that it is the same 
finger print pattern as the other prints and that it proves that the convex prints above 
referred to are actually models of a normal thumb. 


“I have compared Margery’s thumb print with the ones produced by ‘Walter’, 
and found her thumb prints to be of the ulnar type, and that they revealed some 
characteristits in the vicinity of the core that are almost identical with the ones found 
in the ‘Walter’ prints. Although their prints resemble each other so far as char- 
acteristics are concerned, they are not the same identical prints. The resmblance is 
sufficiently close to show blood relationship. 


‘In comparing both Margery’s and Walter's prints with those of their mother, 
Mrs. Stinson, I found that the patterns and characteristics contained in the prints 
of all three resemble each other closely enough to indicate blood relationship. In) 
families there is usually noted a correspondence of special characteristics amounting, 


in the case of a mother and son, to as much as seventy-five percent, and between 
brother and sister to fifty percent. 


“It is my opinion, based on a most careful examination of the wax prints or- 
iginally submitted to me by Dr. Crandon and the prints obtained at the séance of 
March 21, 1927, that these prints have been made by a living thumb, that the 
patterns are the same in all the prints except that some are reversed from the others, 
that the convex prints were not made from any of the concave prints which I have 
seen, that the prints of March 21st were not made by the thumb of any person in 


the room, and that the thumb of the plaster cast carries the same pattern as the thumb 
which made the normal wax impressions.” 


(Signed) JoHN W. FIFE. 
19 Chestnut St., Somerville, Mass. 


Mr. BELL’s REPORT (Continued ) 


On page 95 it is quoted “An examination of the photograph in question (i.e. 
“Walter print’) and of the original plaster reveals much of interest.” 

It does, for after careful scrutiny of these photographs, I declare emphatically 
that these impressions apart from similarity of type or pattern, do not disclose any 
ridge characteristic data in agreement, are not identical with each other, and therefore 
must be imprints or replicas of different digits. See reversed photographs of digital 
mark on plaster Cast 11. 

It should be pointed out that the reason for reversing the photographs of the 
cast is that the cast must show a reversal of the print in the paraffin. A photo- 
graphic reversal of the plaster print produces a copy of the original print in the 
paraffin. 

Having satisfied myself beyond doubt that the claim regarding the identity of the 
alleged supernormal “Walter” and plaster-cast prints must fail, I realized the im- 
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portance of tracing, if possible, a normally made duplicate impression of one or the 
other of these impressions. Knowing that imprints of the fingers and thumbs of 
Margery were on record in London I proceeded to examine them. 

On examination I was at once struck with the similarity between the plaster cast 
imprint and the right thumb impression of Margery. 

A photographic enlargement of Margery’s right thumb print appears on exhibit 
as number III. 

I have carefully scrutinized the photograph of the plaster cast impression together 
with the photograph of the normal imprint of Margery’s right thumb, and have 
marked 18 skin ridge characteristics on each photograph which are in agreement. I 
have no hesitation in saying that the coincident sequence of ridge characteristic data 
found in agreement in the plaster cast and Margery’s right thumb print determine 
definitely the identity of these imprints. 


Mr. Fife in his report draws attention to the very distorted appearance of the 


plaster print. This is true, but finger print experts are not easily deceived by the 
distorted appearance of finger impressions. 


Identity of finger prints is fixed by the type of ridge characteristics disclosed and 
their appearance in correct sequence. 


So far as I am concerned the origin of the so-called “well known Walter print’ 
remains a mystery for the present. 


Of this I am certain, that the alleged supernormal imprint on the paraffin glove 
of May, 1924, is not identical with the frequently produced and alleged supernormal 
Walter print, as it is claimed to be, but is identical with a normal impression of the 
right thumb of the medium Margery. 


W. T. BELL. 


EXHIBIT 12 


DR. CRANDON TO MR. BELL 


Dec. 24, 1931. 
My dear Bell: 

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 11th and the enclosures. I 
have also found upon my return to Boston your letter of November 20, 1931, which 
is surprising, as none of us can understand any possible relationship between the 
prints of Margery and myself and those already identified by you as being prints of 
Sir Oliver Lodge. In that letter you state that the evidence of identity between the 
prints sent you and those of Sir Oliver Lodge were such that you were “compelled to 
vouch for their identity.” This was the only matter that was submitted at that 


time for your consideration, and your opinion would seem to be sufficient to settle that 
question. 


You state further in your report that it is a simple matter to obtain thumbprints 
and then reproduce identical replicas of them by artificial means. We are informed 
and still believe that this cannot be done. At least, that a three dimensional print 
cannot be successfully made from an ink print without immediate detection. To test 
whether we are correct was my motive in requesting you to perform the operation, a 
request which I confirmed in writing while in London. I now find that for some 
strange reason you are unwilling to discuss that matter further and refuse to make 
any attempt to demonstrate the correctness of the statement you so positively made 
in your report. Under the circumstances, I am forced to the conclusion, which is shared 
by the experts who have cooperated with me in this country, that you have found it 
impossible to make such reproduction and preferred to discuss something else. If I am 
mistaken in this conclusion the way for you to demonstrate it is obvious. 
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I am not surprised at your evident amazement at the situation raised by Walter's 
production of the Sir Oliver Lodge prints, nor that you searched for some normal 
explanation thereof. As a matter of fact, the circumstances surrounding the produc- 
tion of the Sir Oliver Lodge prints in Boston were such as to leave no possible doubt 
of their supernormal character, and, therefore, I do not expect you either now or 
hereafter to explain the exact way in which they were produced. 


In regard to the report which you enclosed in reference to the seven-year-old 
plaster cast, the tone of your letter as well as that of the report indicates that you 
have made a discovery. As a matter of fact, the resemblance between the prints that 
appear on that cast and the prints of Margery, as well as the later thumbprints so 
well known as those of Walter, have been well recognized and fully discussed. The 
latter also will be more fully discussed and competently disposed of in the forth- 
coming volume of the “Proceeding” of the American S. P. R. Your sole contention 
seems to be that a certain print on that cast is a print of Margery’s thumb. This is 
contrary to the well-considered opinion of several experts in this country who have 
examined the original cast and raises nothing but a question of opinion between 
experts which it will not be profitable to pursue in this letter. 

I feel that it is a matter of regret that you are inclined to do so much work 
which you were not requested to do, and have refused to do that which you agreed 
to do. 


Very truly yours, 
L. R. G. CrANDON, M.D. 
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WALTER HELPS TO PERFECT THE CONTROL 


By WILLIAM H. BUTTON 


Attached hereto is the report of a sitting 
at 10 Lime Street on February 16th, 
1932, and several other reports which tell 
their own story. A few comments, how- 
ever, on the phenomena and their im- 
plications may be in order. 

In the February number of the Journal 
there appeared an article by Dr. Richard- 
son in regard to the production of the 
post-mortem thumbprints of the late 
Judge Hill. In it the conditions of control 
under which such prints were produced 
were described in detail. In the present 
issue Mr. Thorogood, Research Consult- 
ant of this Society, describes in detail 
several sittings at which there were 
likewise produced the thumbprints of Sir 
Oliver Lodge, who at the time was in 
England. Mr. Thorogood’s article also 
describes minutely the conditions under 
which those prints were obtained. 

The implications from these pheno- 
mena are as important as from anything 
that has ever been published in regard 
to psychical research. 

It will be observed that the control 
that existed on these occasions was very 
strict but the phenomena are so remark- 
able that they emphasize the fact that 
too much cannot be done to perfect the 
control. 

The Lodge article shows the reaction of 
Mr. Bell, the ex-Scotland Yard fingerprint 
expert, and it is characteristic. Bell knew 
that some years ago the Crandons had 
spent a day or so with Sir Oliver Lodge at 
his home in England. He undoubtedly 
knew of Crandon’s correspondence with 
Sir Oliver. Therefore Bell was not to be 


caught. He immediately advanced the 
theory that any person who had as- 
sociated with Sir Oliver for even a short 
time could easily get his fingerprints 
(two dimensional) and manufacture 
therefrom a die from which three dimen- 
sional impressions could be made. When 
called upon to demonstrate this proposi- 
tion, however, Mr. Bell drew a red herr- 
ing across the trail. It is extremely doubt- 


‘ful that such reproductions could be 


made and not be immediately recognized 
as such. 

The circumstances attending the Hill 
and Lodge print sittings were such that 
no die could have been used and none 
was used. Nevertheless, it is desirable 
that any additional control that ingenuity 
can devise should be applied to the pro- 
duction of such phenomena. 

For a long time various researchers in 
this field have been impressed with the 
desirability of producing phenomena un- 
der circumstances that do not depend up- 
on personal control. Sir William Crookes 
realized the desirability of this. Mr. Dud- 
ley was impressed with it. From the be- 
ginning of his association with the sub- 
ject Mr. Thorogood has felt strongly that 
such control was the most important 
thing to be developed, and has exercised 
much ingenuity in perfecting such control 
with a success that will be apparent from 
the situation herein described. It is evi- 
dent herefrom that Walter himself is ful- 
ly aware of the importance of these 
ideas. 

On February 16th, 1932, the writer 
was in Boston to attend a sitting at Lime 
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Fig. 1 
Last page of Mrs. Litzelmann’s writing. (to read, hold up to a mirror). 
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‘Walter’ thumbprint produced in locked box, Feb. 16th, 1932. 
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Street that evening. He unexpectedly re- 
ceived a telephone message from Mrs. 
Litzelmann from her home in Cambridge 
stating that by automatic writing she had 
received a message from Walter for the 
writer which ran thus: 


“Walter has a message he would like 
given to Mr. Button. 


“} want you to ask Thorogood if he 
will take his lock off the box and let you 
put one of your own on it just for ex- 
periment tonight. This is confidential, 
tell him.” 

Mrs. Litzelmann has kindly furnished 
the original writing, a portion of which 
is reproduced in the accompanying illus- 
tration, figure 1. 

Mrs. Litzelmann herself is a remark- 
able medium. She was an important fac- 
tor in the cross-correspondence that took 
place in connection with Margery and 
Hardwicke. Her writing comes with 
rapidity and is of the mirror type, that 
is, to be read it must be held against a 
light and read from the back or from its 
reflection in a mirror. She produces this 
writing spontaneously, very rapidly and 
regardless of all distractions. 

It is startling enough to have received 
an intelligent message purporting to come 
from another plane when the event proves 
that message to have an important bear- 
ing on subsequent experiments. 

The writer carried out the instructions 
thus given by Walter, called up Thoro- 
good, explained the situation to him and 
Thorogood agreed to take his lock off the 
box in the séance room at Lime Street. 
The writer went to a hardware store and 
bought a heavy Yale lock with two keys. 
This lock and the keys thereto he kept 
in his own pocket continuously until fif- 
teen minutes before the sitting when he 


procured the key to the séance room, 
which is always locked. He went to that 
room, found that Thorogood had re- 
moved his lock from the box and had 
removed all the articles he had in it 
with the exception of a small wooden 
duck. The writer thereupon placed in the 
box a small china coffee cup and a piece 
of Kerr with two notches on it, his idea 
being to provide something that Walter 
could break if so inclined. He also pin 
in the box a calendar sheet, the number 
on which nobody in the world knew, as 
detailed in the report herewith. 


He also placed in the box a mass of 
plasticine for the purpose of receiving a 
fingerprint impression. He locked the 
box with the padlock he had procured and 
kept the keys in his pocket until the box 
was opened. He also searched the séance 
room and kept the key in his possession 
until the beginning of the sitting. He then 
checked the sitters as they entered and 
locked the door behind them. Walter 
after a short time gave a correct descrip- 
tion of the coffee cup, duck and the piece 
of Kerr in the box, correctly read the 
calendar number and made a _ distinct 
Walter thumbprint in the middle of the 
mass of plasticine, all as discovered upon 
the opening of the box in the light of a 
red electric torch as described in the re- 
port. 


Captain Fife’s report herewith shows 
that the print obtained is one of the well 
known Walter thumbprints. (Fig. 2). 
The illustration (Fig. 3) shows the other 
articles contained in the box. 

The box itself is no flimsy affair. 
There are illustrations herewith of the 
box both open and locked. (Fig. 4) Mr. 
Thorogood’s description is as follows: 


“Voice Box No. 3 was designed for experimental purposes in connection with the 
study of the “Walter’’ voice phenomena and is to be superseded by an improved type 
It has been used in studying other phenomena including the making of 


No. 4. 


cu 


Follo 
the a 
and 
Walt 
acces: 
cogni 
ber | 
thum 
Th 
varie 
famil 
mark 


cont! 
nizec 
tions 
box 

time 
dup! 
siste 
the 

the : 
nom 
casic 


th 
on 
pl 
Wi 
lo 
an 
ti 
= 

| 
to 

| 
| fu 
He 
finge 
auto! 
of tl 
taine 
| 


WALTER HELPS TO PERFECT THE CONTROL 


thumb prints in a sealed closed space. 

The box itself is approximately cubical in shape, dimensions being about 20 inches 
on a side and weighing about 40 pounds, and the inner space where a plastic may be 
placed for the reception of an impression is about 8 inches on a side, making the 
walls about 6 inches thick and from the inside outward it is constructed of the fol- 
lowing material; pine, spun glass, mazewood board, felted hair, corrugated cardboard 
and weatherwood. The only opening in the box is by a hinged door which outside 
is the size of a side of the box and when closed makes the box on all six sides prac- 


137 


tically continuous and alike in construction and material. 
For other purposes there is an electrical connection which may be seen in the 


cut. 


The box is practically tight, though not fluid tight. 


When the door is closed and properly locked there is no way by which one could 
pass any solid or plastic article from the outside in or the inside out without damage 
to the box which would be very evident upon examination. 


Practically each layer of different material of the box is sealed to its neighbor by 


rubber latex in the form of a thin film.” 


Here then is much food for reflection. 
Following the directions given early in 
the afternoon through Mrs. Litzelmann 
and purporting to come from himself, 
Walter succeeds in an enclosed space, in- 
accessible to everyone except the writer, in 
cognizing three articles, reading a num- 
ber known to nobody and leaving his 
thumbprint. 

These phenomena involve a_ great 
variety of the classes of phenomena 
familiar to psychical research. In a re- 
markable degree the production of the 
fingerprint under these circumstances of 
automatic control supplements the force 
of the evidence connected with the Hill 
and Lodge prints and all other prints ob- 
tained. 

That the importance and value of this 
contribution to the subject is fully recog- 
nized by Walter is evident from the direc- 
tions given by him. He realized that the 
box had been in the séance room for some 
time and that it might be claimed that 
duplicate keys existed. He therefore in- 
sisted on a new lock. He insisted that 
the locking of the box be verified by all 
the sitters before and again after the phe- 
nomena occurred. The writer has had oc- 
casion before to point out that Walter 


himself is one of the best investigators. 

In this connection it may be of interest 
to consider Walter's statements about the 
box and his relationship to it. During 
the sitting of February 12th, 1932, Wal- 
ter asked, referring to the box involved 
herein, “What do you think they are 
going to say if I should work in this 
box ?” 

Thorogood: “I think they are going to 
believe it.” 

Walter: “Well, strange to.say, I think 

they are.” 

Later in the same sitting the following 
conversation occurred. 

Thorogood: “Are you going to try your 
own thumbprint first?” 

Walter: “Certainly. Did you put plasti- 
cine in the box?” 

Thorogood: “Yes”. 

Walter: “Monday night put a small piece 
on the table’. 

Thorogood: “I can put it in now”. 

Walter: ‘““No, I am half in the box and 
half out. Do not put it in too soft or 
it will spoil the impression.” 

Later Walter said “In the next eight or 
ten sittings, prepare your box and have 
your cameras set, not a lot of light, do 
not fuss with the box, just open the door, 
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puc the stuff in and leave it alone’. Wal- 
ter also requested Thorogood to put the 
box behind the cabinet when he was tak- 
ing a flashlight picture. 

At a sitting on February 14th, 1932, 
Walter said that he must not be hur- 
ried, that the program was stupendous 
but would be constantly progressive. He 
said too that he was going to read the 
cards, break the telephone receivers and 
make a fingerprint in plasticine, all inside 
of the locked, sound-proof box. He then 
added “That will be the last of that box. 
Then I will do the big box that Thoro- 
good is making and that will end all 
boxes.” He made some complaint that the 
black cloth had not been kept on the box 
and said ‘“That box is surrounded with en- 
ergy like the ring around the moon or 
like a six inch covering of gelatine all 
over it. You will all have to be very 
strict about no light and not crossing the 
circle and keeping the black cloth on. 
Every letter of my instructions must be 
carried out.” 

At a sitting on February 15th, 1932, 
Walter said “Let me tell you some news. 
I have succeeded in getting into the box 
and thereby hangs a ‘tail’. I have suc- 


ceeded in getting in and out.” 

The above quotations from the séance 
records show Walter's attitude toward 
these phenomena and the control he ex- 
ercises over them. 

A study of the phenomena of Februacy 
16th, 1932, will make it clear that 
in a closed, isolated space, phenomena 
of materialization and _ telekinesis oc- 
curred as evidenced by the thumbprint. 
Intelligent cognitions occurred as evi- 
denced by the naming of the duck, the 
coffee cup and the Kerr with the marks 
thereon. The telepathists may get some 
comfort for their theory in this regard 
but no one knew of these articles except 
the writer. Next there was the cognition 
of the calendar number, known to no- 
body in the world. Therein was clair- 
voyance or some similar phenomenon. 
Next there was some active intelligence 
producing and regulating all of these 
phenomena. The animists and _spiritists 
can argue that out at their leisure. 

There are few sittings that have been 
published which combine so many varie- 
ties of phenomena; and none, so far as 
we know, that occurred under such re- 
markable conditions of control. 


SITTING AT 10 LIME STREET, 
FEBRUARY 16th, 1932 at 9 P.M. 


Sitters to left: Psyche, Dr. Alfred W. Martin, Dr. Richardson, Mr. William H. 
Button, Mrs. Roland Baker, Miss Herrika W. Button, Mrs. Richardson and Dr. Cran- 


don. 


The medium was rather slow in going into trance but finally did go into a deep 


trance. On the table in front of the medium there was the Thorogood box made for 
the purpose of containing a microphone for voice tests, but of late used for variou 
other experiments. It was covered by a large black cloth. The cloth was immediatel 
removed from the box. By the sounds it was judged it had been given to Dr. Martin. 
Martin denied this, whereupon Walter said “Here is the coffin cloth” and put the 
cloth over Martin's arm. Martin and Crandon announced that their control of the 
medium was perfect during this episode. Walter then greeted Martin as “Parson”. 
He greeted Mrs. Baker as an old sitter and Miss Button as the “‘little lady’ and said 
he was sorry that John was absent and thought John was afraid of him. He then 
said “You are all here, from the President down.’ Mr. Button said ‘““You mean from 
the President up.’ Walter said “Maybe you are right because at this sitting tonight 
vou are going to be right up against it.” Walter then said to Button ‘Did you get 
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my orders?’ Button replied “I did’. Walter asked “Did you carry them out?” 
Button answered “I tried to and think I did’. Button suggested that Walter examine 
the box and see if it was satisfactory. Walter directed that the first thing to be done 
was for all present to examine the lock on the box by torch and verify the fact that 
the box was locked. This was done by the use of a red light electric torch and each 
person present verified the locking of the box by handling the padlock thereon. Wal- 
ter then directed the sitters to relax and amuse themslves by telling stories, etc. A num- 
ber of stories were told and Walter made pertinent comments in regard to many of 
them. Walter then said he was inside the box. Crandon inquired how it happened 
that his voice was outside the box. Walter said that he did not have to be all in. 

He then said he could get into the box as he pleased. He would see what was 
in it. Walter then began to catalogue the contents of the box. He said ‘‘First, there is 
a piece of Kerr.’ Richardson asked if it was just an ordinary piece of Kerr. Wal- 
ter said “No, it is notched.” After a few moments he said “There is a small cup 
with a handle on it in the box.’ After another few moments he said “There is a 
damned little wooden thing in here, some kind of a bird.” After a few more 
moments he asked if there was anything in the box to read. Button said he thought 
there was and Walter said “Oh, yes.’ After a number of moments, Walter said 
“The number in the box is 29’. The intervals between Walter's naming the above 
articles in the box and reading the number 29 were somewhat protracted and seemed 
to the sitters to indicate that Walter was spending some time in an endeavor to learn 
its contents. Quite a few moments later Walter said ‘Oh, yes, there is another 
thing in this box. It is my thumbprint.” Button then said to Walter that some ar- 
rangement should be made for opening the box in the proper way before proper 
witnesses and suggesed that after the sitting a committee be appointed to do it. Wal- 
ter said, no, it was unnecessary. That the scientific committee was already present. 
That the old guard was perfectly competent to attend to it and he directed that the 
“little lady’’ should open the box but before doing so everybody in the room should 
again verify the fact that the box was still locked. Everybody examined the lock 
with the same red electric flashlight and by feeling the lock and pulling it observed 
that the box was properly locked. Thereupon Mr. Button gave his daughter, Miss 
Herrika Button, the keys to the padlock. Miss Button then inserted the key, took off 
the padlock, opened the box and with the aid of the searchlight she took out and 
handed to Mrs. Baker a small coffee cup with a handle on it (demi-tasse), a little 
wooden duck, a piece of Kerr with two notches on it, a calendar number with 29 
on it. It was observed that there was a lump of plasticine in the box with a thumb- 
print in the middle of it. Dr. Richardson carefully removed this and took charge of 
it until after the sitting. Mr. Button then asked Walter if he should tell them the 
story of what had happened. Walter said “Yes, it will help them to relax and will 
entertain them.” Thereupon Mr. Button gave the following account of the after- 
noon’s happenings which he stated was a true account thereof. He stated about 2:30 
in the afternoon, Mrs. Litzelmann called him on the telephone from her home in 
Cambridge and stated that she had received a message from Walter for Mr. Button 
and that it was as follows: 

That Walter wished Mr. Button to get hold of Thorogood and have Thorogood 
remove his lock from the box in the séance room and then to procure a lock of his 
own and put it on the box for the purpose of an experiment during the sitting that 
evening and to keep the matter confidential. 

Thereupon Mr. Button called up Thorogood, explained the situation to him and 
Thorogood agreed to take off his lock. Mr. Button went out and bought a heavy Yale 
padlock with two keys. He kept this lock with the keys in his pocket until 8:45 p.m. 
at which time he procured the key to the séance room, went into that room and 
searched it to see that nobody was there, then with the red torchlight examined the 
box and found that Thorogood had removed his padlock and that there was nothing 
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in the box except a small wooden duck. Mr. Button thereupon placed in the box 
a small coffee cup, a piece of Kerr with two notches on it and a calendar number. 
The calendar number was selected as follows: Mr. Button, before going to the séance 
room, turned a day by day calendar on its back and tore out ten leaves at random. 
He dated and numbered them in sequence 1 to 10 on the back and did not at any 
time see any number among the ten. He put these in an envelope which he put in his 
pocket. In the séance room on the above occasion he turned out the flashlight, took 
the envelope out of his pocket, selected one of the numbers at random and put it in 
the box without knowing what it was. Mr. Button had earlier prepared a mass of 
plasticine on a small piece of tin. He had modeled it into an oval mass with the 
center quite high, something like half an egg. He then smoothed the surface off with 
the blade of his knife, examined the plasticine through a magnifying glass to see that 
there were no marks or thumbprints on it. This Mr. Button lastly put into the box. 
He then locked the box, put the two keys in his pocket and replaced the cloth over 
the box. Mr. Button retained the key to the séance room until 9 p.m. when he un- 
locked the door and checked the sitters as they entered and then locked the door. 
None of the sitters knew any of these facts. 


After the above happenings something was heard to drop on the floor. Walter 
said it was the medium’s cough drop. This referred to the fact that at the beginning 
of the sitting, both Margery and Mrs. Baker said that they were chewing cough drops. 
A cough drop was retrieved from the floor after the sitting. Crandon asked Walter 
if he was looking over Button’s shoulder while Button was putting things in the 
box. Walter said it would make no difference whether he was or not. It would 
not account for the thumbprint. When asked if he knew what was in the box, 
Button said he did. Walter immediately corrected him and said that Button did not 
know what the number was. This Button admitted. Before the box was opened 
Button asked Walter if he would break the Kerr. Walter said “Do you want to 
paint the lily? I have done enough for one night.” 


Sitting ended at 10 p.m. 


In the book room Dr. Richardson examined the thumbprint on the plasticine. 
It was a comparatively distinct print of some depth in the middle of the mass of 
plasticine. Dr. Richardson thought it was one of the Walter prints. It was given to 
Mr. Button who kept it in his possession until the next day when he sent for Captain 
Fife who said he thought it was a Walter print but would examine it further. Mr. 
Button then delivered it to Mr. Thorogood for photographing with the request that 
he deliver it to Captain Fife. 


A copy of the writing received automatically by Mrs. Litzelmann is attached. 


There was much conversation by Walter during the sitting not pertinent to the 
above phenomena which is not included in this report. 


Each signer certifies only to the events indicated to have taken place in his or her 
presence. 


WILLIAM H. BuTTON EpirH M. BAKER 
MarK W. RICHARDSON JOSEPHINE L. RICHARDSON 
L. R. G. CRANDON ALFRED W. MARTIN 


HERRIKA W. BUTTON 
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Boston, Mass. 
22 Feb. 1932. 
William H. Button, Esq. 
27 Cedar St., New York City. 


Dear Sir:- 


The print on plasticine dated 2/16/32 submitted to me for identification I find 
to be the right hand thumbprint of Walter Stinson deceased. 


Respectfully, 
JOHN W. Fire, F.P.E. 


ATTESTATION BY Mrs. SARAH LITZELMANN 


Cambridge, Mass. 
Feb. 21st, 1932. - 


My dear Mr. Button, 


Having passed through all the stages of emotion, amazement, doubt, keen interest, 
etc. during six or seven years of automatic writing, I have ceased to write simply to 
satisfy idle curiousity. Many times, however, through Charles, my friendly though 
somewhat pedantic control, I am able to be of great assistance to some one in trouble. 
Also, through Charles, Walter is often able to get a very important message delivered 
to the one whom it most concerns. 


This is exactly what happened on the afternoon of Tuesday, Feb. 16th. 


A friend had come to me for help, I had written some four or five pages; the 
mirror writing is some times very hard to decipher, and as I was struggling through 
it, I came upon this: 


“Walter has a message he would like given to Mr. Button. I want you 
to ask Thorogood if he will take his lock off the box and let you put one of 
your own on it, just for experiment tonight. 


“This is confidential, tell him.” 


This message I immediately telephoned to you, in Boston, reaching you about 
two thirty in the afternoon. Later I sent you the original writing, after your return to 
New York. 


Most sincerely yours, 


SARAH B. LITZELMANN 
“Sary” 
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Fig. 3 
Articles cognized by Walter on Feb. 16, 


1932. inside locked box 
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Fig. 4 (a) and (b). 4 
Box locked and open. Inside this box, when locked, Walter brought about 
the phenomena of Feb. 16, 1932. 
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